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Italian Paintings from the Richard L. Feigen 
Collection features some 60 paintings from one 
of the finest private collections of Italian art in 
existence. On view at the Yale University Art 
Gallery from May 28 through September 12, 
2010, the exhibition includes major works from 
the 14th through the 17th century by celebrated 
artists such as Fra Angelico, Lorenzo Monaco, 
Annibale and Ludovico Carracci, Domenichino, 
Guercino, and Orazio Gentileschi. Organized 
by Laurence Kanter, the Lionel Goldfrank III 

Curator of European Art, the exhibition draws from the wide-ranging collection assembled by 
noted author, collector, and dealer Richard L. Feigen, b.a. 1952. Feigen’s outstanding collection 
of Italian paintings has never before been exhibited or catalogued in its entirety. The exhibition 
offers visitors the first and only opportunity to view these significant paintings, in concert with 
Yale’s own noted collection of early Italian paintings. 

	 The Italian paintings owned by Richard Feigen constitute what is among the most 
important private collections in the world today, one that is widely admired for both its depth and 
quality. The collection is particularly noteworthy for its early Tuscan paintings, late Renaissance 
and Mannerist works, and early Baroque masterpieces. Included in the exhibition are three 
paintings by Fra Angelico, ranging in date from one of his earliest works from before 1420 to 
what may be among the last images he created before his death in 1455. Among other highlights 
are Jacopo Zucchi’s The Crucifixion (ca. 1583) and Alessandro Allori’s Christ Carrying the Cross (ca. 
1591–95)—examples of small, refined works painted on copper, a technique that came into vogue 
in the later 16th century and found an even greater popularity in the 17th century. The collection 
also features two of the most important masterpieces of Baroque painting anywhere in the 
country—the Virgin and Child with Saint Lucy and the Young Saint John the Baptist (ca. 1587–88) by 
Annibale Carracci and Danaë and the Shower of Gold (1621–22) by Orazio Gentileschi.

	 The exhibition offers visitors a unique opportunity to view Yale’s permanent collection 
of Italian paintings, on view on the third floor of the Gallery, in the context of masterpieces of 

Orazio Gentileschi, Danaë and the Shower of Gold, ca. 1621–22. Oil on canvas. 
Collection of Richard L. Feigen, b.a. 1952



2

equal or even greater importance. In 1871 the Yale 
University Art Gallery acquired the James Jackson 
Jarves Collection of Italian paintings, making 
Yale only the second public institution in the 
United States (following the New-York Historical 
Society) to own and display a significant number 
of works from the early Italian Renaissance. 
Underappreciated at the time, these objects have 
come to be esteemed as cultural icons and to be 
pursued by museums throughout the country and 
around the world. Yet few museums anywhere 
have amassed the range and quality of works of 
art from the early Renaissance represented in 
Yale’s collection. Featuring one of the largest and 
finest groups of 13th- and 14th-century Tuscan 

paintings in the world, the Jarves Collection also contains a significant number of Sienese 
15th-century paintings, as well as such acknowledged masterworks as Gentile da Fabriano’s 
Virgin and Child (ca. 1420) and Antonio del Pollaiuolo’s Hercules and Deianira (ca. 1475–
80). The Gallery’s collection of Italian paintings has grown over the years with important 
acquisitions such as Jacopo Pontormo’s Madonna del Libro (ca. 1545–46). Italian Paintings 
from the Richard L. Feigen Collection continues the Gallery’s long tradition of highlighting the 
remarkable works from this important period in the history of art.

 
Richard L. Feigen 
Richard L. Feigen, b.a. 1952, is one of today’s most 
important art collectors and dealers. Based in New York, 
Feigen runs a gallery that bears his name. For more 
than 50 years, Feigen has been collecting and dealing 
a wide range of work—from Old Master drawings to 
contemporary works. He has represented artists such as 
Jasper Johns, sold works to over 110 museums, and made 
many discoveries at auction, including Fra Angelico’s 
Vision of Saint Lucy that was auctioned at Sotheby’s 
under a different attribution. Feigen is the author of the 
acclaimed memoir Tales From the Art Crypt: The Painters, 
the Museums, the Curators, the Collectors, the Auctions, the 
Art (2000). This exhibition marks the first time he has 
publicly shown his personal collection of Italian paintings. 

 
Annibale Carracci, Virgin and Child with Saint Lucy and the 
Young John the Baptist, ca. 1587–88. Oil on panel. Collec-
tion of Richard L. Feigen, b.a. 1952

“Barna”/Lippo Memmi, Virgin and Child Enthroned with Saints Peter 
and Paul and Ten Angels, ca. 1330–35. Tempera and oil on panel. 
Collection of Richard L. Feigen, b.a. 1952 
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Catalogue
Italian Paintings from the Richard L. Feigen Collection is 
accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue, published by the 
Yale University Art Gallery in association with Yale University 
Press. The publication features a preface by Richard L. Feigen 
and in-depth entries on works in the exhibition by curator 
Laurence Kanter and by John Marciari, the former Nina and 
Lee Griggs Associate Curator of Early European Art at the 
Gallery and current Curator of European Art and Head of 
Provenance Research at the San Diego Museum of Art. The 
catalogue, with complete provenance, bibliography, and 
condition notes on each work, will be an important reference 
for both specialists and general readers. The 192-page 
publication also features 97 color and 48 black-and-white 
illustrations and will be available in the Gallery’s bookstore 
($55 hardcover, $35 paperback). 

 
Yale University Art Gallery
The Yale University Art Gallery, America’s oldest and one of its most important university art 
museums was founded in 1832, when patriot-artist John Trumbull donated more than 100 of 
his paintings to Yale College. Since then, the Gallery’s collections have grown to number more 
than 185,000 objects, spanning the globe and ranging in date from ancient times to the present 
day. In addition to its celebrated collections of American paintings and decorative arts, the 
Gallery is noted for its important holdings of Greek and Roman art; early Italian paintings; later 
European art; Asian art; African art; art of the ancient Americas; and Impressionist, modern, 
and contemporary works. The Gallery’s ongoing installation of works from these collections is 
complemented by a variety of special exhibitions and public programs. Moreover, in an effort to 
share its works with a broad public, the Gallery also organizes collections-based exhibitions that 
travel to museums nationwide. 

 
 
 
 
 
For additional press information or visual materials, please contact Ana Davis, Associate Director 

Alessandro Allori, Christ Carrying the Cross, ca. 
1591–95. Oil on copper. Collection of Richard L. 
Feigen, b.a. 1952


